












IT IS NOT UNUSUAL TO FIND
turkeys that will answer your calls
but won’t come close enough to
shoot. They have their turkey rea-
sons for not responding and it is up
to you, with your superior intellect,
to figure out why.
Don’t think it is because they

don’t like your calling. When they
answer, they are acknowledging
the fact that you are another turkey.
There may be some more com-

pelling calls you could use to let
them know there is urgency
involved. If you have a good com-
mand of the turkey language you
can try some excited yelping and
throw in some clucks and cutts. Or
you could change to the subtle
approach and use some soft tree
yelps or feeding purrs.
If you’ve done some “Smart

Scouting” you will have spent
some time in this area before the
season. You should know where
the gobblers want to go when they
fly down.

Also, while you were scouting
you will have located fences,
creeks or other physical obstacles
that would keep a turkey from get-
ting in front of your gun.
If you learned anything from

your scouting you will know the
right location for your setup is
between the gobbler and where the
gobbler wants to be.
You will also know where to set

up so the turkey won’t be able to
see where the calling is coming
from. When he finally comes over
the rise or around the bend looking
for that lonesome hen, he will be in
good shotgun range.
These situations and many more

like them call for command deci-
sions that you will have to make
on any given hunt. How you make
them will determine the outcome
of your hunt. No one knows for
sure what or how a turkey thinks;
just when you think you have them
figured out they do something
totally contrary to your expecta-
tions.
They do have certain tendencies

that we can take advantage of by
anticipating their reactions and
responses in given situations.
You can improve your chances

for success by knowing what to
say and when to say it, by being in
the right place at the right time, by
knowing how and where to set up
and by knowing how to scout
smart.
If you can win the mind game

you have a small foot in the door.
I will be on hand to talk to you

about how you can be a more suc-
cessful turkey hunter at the Illinois
Deer & Turkey Classic.

• Gary Sefton
with a nice
longbeard he
called in and
reduced to
possession.
He does not
use decoys.
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Feathered fiends ...
they just wonʼt
come when called!
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Just be
there
when

I’m there!
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